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We —each of us—are invited to take up this call!
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Stories of Faithful Stewards: From our Members

“Our stewardship giving has grown as our faith and knowledge has also grown over 40
years. Our initial involvement in a stewardship capital campaign motivated us to make a big
jump in giving that put us on a path toward tithing. Through the years we have come to
understand that our tithe to the church is our responsibility to make sure that there is a
building in which to worship, programs to meet the needs of our local and worldwide
communities, an\d a staff to manage the administration of the congregation, its programs
and pastoral care...For us, the more we give, the more we feel blessed to be a blessing to
others, always working towards expanding God’s mission in the world.”

“We have two principles that guide us when considering financial support for St. Stephen or any other entity
engaged in doing work towards God’s mission. The first is that “It is all God’s money;” therefore, it is not a big
sacrifice to return some of it to God. The second is that “It is really hard to out-give God.” It is our experience that

somehow, even if we think that we have stretched a little bit, it all seems to come back to us. It reminds us of the
feeding of the 5,000 in Matthew 14.”

“Stewardship is rooted in the belief that our faith is central to who we are. St. Stephen Lutheran Church is the place
where our faith becomes real - through worshipping every Sunday, connecting with fellow members, and serving
the congregation and community. Consequently, we view the financial demands of running St. Stephen and paying
off the mortgage in personal terms. We need to support St. Stephen financially because it is part of who we are. It
comes from the same place as the need to pay your own mortgage and support our own family.”

“St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a community of people where the
Spirit is present and alive. My faith is especially nourished when |
am with the Jubilation Choir and see them care for each other and
me; when | hear them pray with each other, when | see them
always ready to stand up and sing, showing their love of God
through music with enthusiasm and pride. Christ is alive in and
through these young people. As we think of our Vision Statement,
“Worship, Connect and Serve”, giving generously is important to
our family. All of the programs as St. Stephen cannot be
accomplished without giving financially. We are blessed, and
sharing our blessings feels good both financially and with our
time. Stewardship is both.”

“Our ancestors had a strong faith and a disciplined commitment to their church. It was not a hit-or-miss
involvement. We at St. Stephen need to uphold this commitment and think seriously of the money required to

create a worshipful environment; we need money to support our missions and all the programs of our church. The
more we give, the more our church programs will grow.”

“St. Stephen Lutheran Church has been a part of our lives for 25 years. It's that place and community where we
have grown, we have learned, we have been surrounded by others who know us, who accept us, and are there for
us in good times and bad. They are our church family. As with family, being a part of St. Stephen comes with a

level of responsibility. We are called to use our gifts, our gifts of talents, time, and finances. | have tried to always
remember that.”



